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Threat increases security 
By Jessica Bergmann · 

District 33 decided not to 
send elementary students to 
the Welcome Center next 

year. 
Read 

· about the· 
changes 
on page 
2. 

Perspectives. 
The editors 

. share their 
opinions on 
the different 
precautions 
taken during 
the days of the 
gun threat on 
page 7. 

Cet)ter Spread 
Read about the different 
forms of cheating and the 
punishments students face on 
pages 8-9. 
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Features 
· . While some students enjoy 

smoking, others are 
disgusted by it.
Read about two 
conflicting 

of smok
ingon 
page 10 . . 

Entertainment 
Lifehouse has multiple 
radio. hits, but are they good 
live? Check out our review 

of their 
Chicago 
concert 
on page 
12. 

Sports 
Wheaton West Wild had a 
successful season, coming in 
third place in the state. Read 
about their success on page 
16. 

West Chicago students faced· 
tightened security during the 
week of March 3 following a 
gun threat. 

school did everything 
in its power to make sure the 
students were safe and the 
security .was enough," 
said Assistant Principal Josh 
Chambers. · 

The gun threat, written in a 
boy's bathroom, was found on 
March 3, claiming that a vio
lent event was to take place on 
March 6. Immediately follow
ing the discovery, the adminis
tration began putting a safety 
plan into action. 

. 
11 We met with the police 

department in order to put a ' 
plan into place and then we 
infonned staff and parents on 
what was happening, n said 
Chambers. 

The school called every 
household with a pre-record
ed message, as well as posted 
daily updates on the school's 
website. 

After the school had in
formed the community, the 
administration began its inves
tigation. 

On March 4, security per
sonnel searched every locker 
in the building for weapons. 

"If we were going to try and 
make sure nothing was being 
brought into the building, then 
we needed to ensure that noth

. ing was already in the build
ing," Chambers said. 

Although many students did 
·not appreciate the fact that the 
administration had searched 
their lockers, the school has 
the legal right to search them 
at any time. 

Despite the rumors, safety 
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New safety rules enforced for the remainder of the year have students waiting in commons 
until 7:30 a.m. · · 

personnel did not find any
thing incriminating within 
student lockers, 

"·We did not fmd alcohol or 
drugs of any kind. The only 
thing we did find a lot of were 
moldy sandwiches," Cham
bers said. 

The school also put several 
new rules into place. Students 
were required to enter the 
building only through En
trance H, where they were 
searched by security and po
lice. 

After being searched, stu
dents were required to re
main in commons until 7:30 
a.m., then go to their lockers 
and straight to their first hour 
class. 

Students were not allowed 
to bring backpacks into the 
building for fear that· ·they 
could smuggle in a weapon. 

Although the administra
tion encouraged students to 
go to school, the absences did 
not count towards -the seven 
day cap. 

"I personally felt the school 
was the safest it has ever been, 
but we understood that each 
student and parent had to 
make the important decision 
and we respect that," Cham
bers said. 

Although teachers had a 
100 percent attendance rate 
on Wednesday, there was only 
a 40 percent student atten
dance rate over the course of 
the three days. 
· "Since I only had a handful 
of students, I didn't want the 
others to miss anything new 

that was done in . order to 
disrupt the school day since 
similar threats were also seen 
at Wheaton Academy, St. . 
Charles, Geneva, Sycamore 
and Waukegan. However, the 
school is ' still . taking the nee-
essary security measures in 
order to ensure that students 
remain safe for the remainder 
of the year. 

Changes include students 
being able to enter through 
only Entrances A and H. 

Backpacks are permitted, 
but the school has the right 
to search them at anytime. 
Students are also required to 
remain in commons until 7:30 
a.m. 

"We are still assessing the 
security changes for the rest 
of the year. Whatever we de
cide at the end of the year will 
probably change the security 
for next year as well as the 
years to come," Chambers 
said. 

School officials and the 
West Chicago Police Depart
ment are still investigating the 
crime. 
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Along with the rest of the students, junior Steve Romanelli is 
searched by metal detecting wands during the gun threat. 

· that I would be teaching. So, 
instead of sticking to the les
son plan, I did some culture 
lessons," French teacher Lind
sey Evans said. 

The . school believes the 
threat was a student ·prank 

A $3,500 reward is being 
offered for information lead
ing to the conviction of the 
person or persons responsible. 
Students with information are 
encouraged to see the deans. 



Photo by Jacob Wucka 

District 33 will be taking students enrolled in the Welcome 
Center back, effectively closing the Welcome Center. 

Welcome Center 
being dismantled 
By Megan Hernbroth offered next fall , but it will 

The elementary school kids just be for . high ~chool stu
that walk the halls between dents," said Cheng. 
classes won't be there in ·Au- The Welcome Center will 
gust with the cl,osing 'of the offer the education of the hi
Welcome Center. . lingual high school students 

District 33 decided to bring - only in the Welcome Center 
the kids back to its schools, space. 
ending the Welcome Center's Enrollment for District 33 
elementary program. lias dropped drastically since 

"It's not ending and it's not the creation of the Welcome 
branching out," said Princi- Center, and schools in that 
pal Moses Cheng. "District district decided to move their 
33 just has the ability to have younger students back. 
their kids back at their cam- Teachers employed in the 
puses." Welcome Center will still 

The Welcome Center was teach the high school stu-
. founded about nine years ago dents, but new responsibilities 
when enrollment of Spanish- will be added to their original 
speaking students in District workload. 
33 was too high for the el- Welcome Center director 
ementary and middle schools Miguel Arroyo declined to 
_to handle. comment on the splitting or· 

"The services we offer to the Welcome Center and how 
the students now will still be the students will react to it. 
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·coricert?-s push PSAE 
testin.g 'into fieldhouSe ·. 
Commons and class cancellations among issues 
By Greg Vodicka 

With the concern for 
overcrow~g . commons 
and class cancellations dur
ing Prairie State exams, ju
niors will be moved to the 
fieidhouse. 

Each year, the third floor 
is shut down while the ju
niors take the Prairie State 
test. _ In the past, all third 
floor classes were cancelled, 
and students who would 
have had classes on the third 
floor went to commons. 

According to Assistant 
Principal Gail Aronoff, this 
year, \ e goal is to keep stu
dents in classes. 

"In the past, we have just 
had too many kids in com
mons," said Aronoff. "This 
year we hope to have a much 
more manageable number · 
of students at one time." "' 

The solution to this prob
lem is having the April 23-
24 Prairie State exams held 
in the fieldhouse. t 

"I am veiy _ excited 
about this new plan," said 
Aronoff. 11It addresses a lot 
of concerns we have had in 
the past." 

"Aronoff also assures stu
dents that chairs and tables 

have already been ordered 
from a company that sup
plies this sort of situation. 

Conditions in the field
bouse have been consid
ered. 

"InApril, wedon'texpect 
· it to get too hot or have bad 
weather. I would be con
cerned if the test was given 
in August, but we should 
be fine," said Aronoff. 

A main concern with this 
plan, for students, is · the 
conditions of the room. 

14! know it's going to get 
real hot! r m going to have 
to wear my zip-off pants so · 
if I get too hot, I will have 
short$," said junior Alex 
Puetz. 

Agreeing, junior Renee 
Cirone said, "It smel1s like 
mats and permanent mark~ 
ers in there, too." 

Having a change of scen
ery might be the solution 
to cancelling classes, but 
will it have negative effects 
as well? 

"I don't think it's a bad 
idea," said senior Chris 
Willa 11lf [the administra
tion] is so worried about 
passing AYP, why not 
make some changes?" 

Junior Tony Quarto dis- . 
agrees saying students are 

. used to ta:king tests in class
rooms. 

"Taking this one in the 
fieldhouse would be out of 
my element/' Quarto said . . 
, Understanding the im

portance· of the test, junior 
Chelsey Wilbur .wonders 
why the school would put 
juniors in a. place where 
there will be so many dis
tractions. 

As far as testing, nothing 
has changed. Aronoff h_opes 
to group students by adviso~ 
ry, however, the seating ar
rangement is not finalized. 

Advisory will play a key 
role in the process. Previ
ously, the non-test portion 
of the exam was given in 
all junior history classes, be
cause juniors are required to 
take a history class. 

The administration found 
that it would be a better use 
of time to complete this i>or

~ tion of the test. in advisory, 
rather than waste up to two 
days in history class. 

Much of the testing infor
mation will be distributed in 
advisory period as well as 
sent home to parents. 

Not accepting failures Humiliating teachers 
for Wego 2 Africa By Jacob Wucka 

To help curb the number of 
failures in their classes, the 
language arts and· physical 
development divisions have 
developed a policy making 
summer school mandatory. 

"It puts more responsibility 
on the students," said 

·language arts division head 
Chris Covino. 

After two years of planning, 
the policy, which took effect 
at the beginning of the school 
year, makes students who 
receive failing grades to take 
summer school with College 
of DuPage (COD). 
. If a student successfully 

completes their summer 
school course, the school will 
reimburse the money to the 
student's family. 

"I hope it changes the 
students' attitudes about 
what it takes to pass PE," 
said physical development 
division head Dan Johnson. 

Covino said that the policy 
will help reduce the amount 
of students in classes as well. 
As of right now, he states 

"there are enough failures to 
fill five or six classes." 

Class inflation has also beeri 
a problem in PE classes. 

"Our class sizes have 
gotten so large and if you add 
in the number of failures, it 
just burns our class sizes even 
more," sajd Johnson. . 

The current policy for 
failures is that if a student 
fails a class first semester, 
they will be enrolled in the 
same class second semester 
or for the next school year. 

Supt. Lee Rieck believes 
that this current policy is 
only doing. damage to the 
students. 

"I think it's unfortunate to 
place a student who 'railed 
first semester into second. It 
inflates class size and takes 
away from other students," 
said Rieck. "My preference 
would be to see summer 
school or the following 
year." 

However, since Rieck. has 
been superintendant, the 
Board of Education has 
never considered a proposal 

to make summer school 
mandat9ry. 

The idea of mandatory 
summer . school works 
well with English teacher 
Shannon Atkian-Sanchez 
who believes repeat courses 
are not only damaging to 
non-failing students, but that 
repeat classes are boring and 
failing students wouldn't be 
motivated to pass. 

"Its really ha_rd for kids 
taking it the first time to have 
them in there," said Atkian
Sanchez. ''Kids that have 
already failed once, come 
in with negative attitudes. 
There is nothing exciting · or 
different. There's no wonder 
about it." 

With the policy, Covino 
hopes students will take their 
classes more seriously. If not 
students can expect shorter 
summers, and teachers can 
expect more free space in 
their classrooms next year. 

"Teachers will see fewer 
students not at the same 
grade ievel in their classes," 
said Covino. 

By Megan Hernbroth 
WeGo 2 Africa is looking 

to humiliate teachers and 
staff for its newest fundraiser 

· for the school in Angola. 
Pie in the Eye, where stu

dents throw 
pies at teach
ers, is the 
fundraiser 
global stud
ies teacher 
M~ggie 
Haas and 
her advisory 
put together 
with hopes 
of rais
ing around 
$4,000 and 
·sending 800 backpacks to 
Angola. 

"It was nice that the tim
ing worked out so that the 
pie throwing could take place 
dut:iflg thee all-school spring. 
sports assembly," said Haas. 

Jars for teacher -and staff 
nominations were in com-

mons Wednesday and will 
remain there until April 10. 

Students can donate $1 for 
the teacher of their choice to 
throw a pie in that teacher's 
face. There will be a raffle 

on April 
10 to see 
which five 
lucky stu
dent and 
teacher 
combina
tions will 
appear at 
the sp~ing 
sports as
sembly on 
Aprilll. 

Teach
ers have to volunteer to be eli
gible for the fundraiser. 

"We're working on getting 
all of the deans in"to the con
test, so if they have a jar, I'd 
have to say they would be the 
most nominated," said Haas. 
Thirty-three teachers signed 

up already. 
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Relay for Life· 
.ready to fight 
Annual event celebrates people 
claimed and affected by cancer 
By Sarah Berger 

Relay for Life, the event 
that remembers those claimed 
by cancer and celebrat~s the 
survivors, is coming back it:t 
May, · and participants are 
ready to fight back. 

"Celebrate, Remember, 

bers pledge . to raise the de
cided amount. Teams must 
pledge at least $100. 

Photo courtesy of Mary Ellen Daneefs 
. Teachers from Estonia visited the government simulation on March 19. While here, Estonian 
teacher Reet Kandimaa teaches a world geography class. · . -

Fight Back," is the_ theme 
for the West Chicago and 
Warrenville Relay for Life. 

Relay for Life is an event 
that raises money to support 
cancer research, community 
educational programs, advo
cacy initiatives, · and ·support 
services for cancer patients 
~nd their families in DuPage 
County. 

"Forming a team is a great 
way to make a difference in 
the fight against cancer and 
make some new friends. The 
energy and enthusiasm is in
spiring," said West Chicago 
team recruitment chairper
son Jan Bedard . . 

Teams can sign up on the 
Relay for Life website, or 
contact Mike Lair at Mi
cheal.lair@cancer. or g. The 
adult team registration fee is 
$50, and the youth team reg
istration fee is $20. 

Estonian· teachers visit . 

government simulation 
The event takes place May 

30 on the football field from 6 
p.m. to 6 a.m. 

In its t4ird year, the relay's 
goal is to have 42 teams par
ticipate. Twenty-eight teams 
have signed up as of press 
time. 

By Sara Fouts 
Traveling all the way from 

Estonia, ·a group of four . 
teachers · came to see how 
American ' high schools are 
run. • 

Foqr teachers and adminis
trators came to the school to 
teach in the humanities de-· 
partment the week_ of March 
17. 

The visit is part of Civitas 
Exchang~ Program spon
sored by Center for Civic Ed
ucation in Washington D. C. 

According to the Center 
for Civic Education program 
"works with local and interna
tional partners to offer a vari-

. ety of activities and pr?grams · 
that share the common goals 
of creating student-centere~ 
interactive curriculum." 

"Community High School 
was one of four schools in 
the state to be named a De
mocracy in Action School by 
the Illinois Civic Mission of 
Schools," said social studies 
teacher Mary Daf\eels. 

To receive • this honor, 
schools must promote civic 
engagement by ali students, 
focus on fostering participa
tory citizenship, and help 
students understand how the 
democratic society relates to 
problems, opportunities, and 
controversies of today. 

Community High School 
was one of two schools chq
sen to participate in this ex
change program. 

One teacher, Reet Kan
dimaa, was a guest speaker 
for students in world history 

German .variety show 
leaves audience cheering 
By Greg Vodicka 

German students enter
tained the audience with skits 
and infomercials involving a 
treasure hunt during th~ Ger
man Variety Show on March 
14. 

The show focused on the 
German word "schatzsuche," 
meaning treasure hunt. 

"German 4 determines 
the word of the year dur
ing second quarter, and then 
each skit must incorporate 
that word into their dialog," 
said German teacher Terry 
Strohm. 

Students from German 
classes 2 through 4 each had 
tHe assignment to make a skit 
that used the phrase, while 
German 1 students created 

infomercials: 
Most classes decided to do 

a class' skit, with the theme 
connecting all their perfor
mances. Creativity and hu
mor was encouraged, as well 
·as personal talents. 

"This year we ended up 
with band members play
ing a polka and the German 
National Anthem," said 
Strohm. 

Winners ineluded seniors 
David Musick and Megan 
Carnes for acting, and Ethan 
Krauspe for costume design. 

After his fourth year par- · 
tidpating in the German Va
riety Show, senior Jim Miner 
felt this year was a quality 

· performance. 
"I was really impressed 

and geography classes. Kan
dimaa and her colleagues, 
Sulev Valdma, Meelis Kond, 
and Jaan Lember, also visited 
the government simulation 
on March 19. 

Valdmaa and Kond are ad
ministrators in the Estonian 
Ministry of Education and 
.work with the Center for Civ
ic Education iri the Project 
Citizen program. Lember is 
a teacher and school admin
istrator in Estonia. 

Daneels will visit Estonia 
as part of the American del
egation from April12 to 19. 
· "I hope to better under

stand the Estonian culture 
and promote understand-

. ing of the American culture, # 

particularly civic education," 
said Daneels. 

Participants will enjoy 
games and food while walk
ing the track, which will be 
surrounded by hundreds of 
lighted luminaria in remem
brance of those who have 
been touched by cancer. 

Teams _will set up campsites 
around the track, play games, 
and eat food centered on the 
idea of the Olympics. 

"I'm looking forward to 
painting the little kids' faces. 
It's going to be a really fun 
night," said junior and par
ticipant Renee Cirone. 

Teams come from DuPage 
County and include local 
businesses and clubs. Each 
team decides how much 
money they want to raise, 
and then all the team mem-

"People should really par
ticipate in the relay. Not only 
is it going to be a really fun 
night, but you're really mak
ing a difference, and that's 
all that really matters," said 
Cirone. 
. Relay for Life is the sec
ond largest fundraiser in the 
world, and participants won't 
only be helping others,. they'll 
be helping themselves . . 

"It's great to be part of 
something bigger than your
self, it gives you an amazing 
feeling inside," said partici
pant and freshman Taylor 
Tessler. · 

The next relay meeting is 
April 9 at 6:30 p.m. in room 
197. 
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German 4 students had to create costumes for the German Variety Show outside of class. 
Some of the costumes Include the Simpsons, Jerry Springer, and Austin Powers. -

with the German 1 and 2 "It's a great way to get up the project," said junior Drew 
acts," said Miner. "Everyone ori stage and express your- Bouker. uwe didn't have to 
was ready and prepared this self," said Miner. do much at home." 
year." Students were given two Costumes were an outside 

Miner also admitted the and a half weeks to write and of school responsibility. Cos-
German plays are one of his ·rehearse their performance. tumes varied from the Simp-

. favorite parts of school. "We had plenty of time for sons to Jerry Springer. 
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Math-teacher walks 39 miles for breast 
~ . 

·cancer prevention with friends, family 
By Joann Kaczmarczyk 

Math teacher Lynn Pete 
is ready to walk 39 miles in 
Chicago on May 31 to June I 
for the Avon Walk for Breast 
Cancer. 

"Every three minutes dur
ing the entire weekend a ran
dom participant (is) given 
breast capcer .. :a pink ribbon 
that walkers (keep and wear) 
for the remainder of the 
weekend around their necks," 
said Lynn. 

This is because every three 
minutes, a woman is diag
nosed with breast cancer in 
the United States. 

Lynn will walk with her 
friends, twin sisters Heidi 
Parker and· Gretchen Pinker
ton, and their mother, Karen 
Waltenbaugh, as well as Me
gan Skelly, as part of Team 
Incredi-boobs. 

"Karen was diagnosed with 
breast cancer six years ago. 
Her twin daughters, Gretchen 
and Heidi ... have been walk
ing ever since," said Lynn. 

Lynn met the members of 

her team through her hus
band, Kevin. 

"My· husband act!Jally met 
them at band camp in mid
dle school, and they've been 
friends ever since. I didn't 
really get to know them J!ntil 
last year, when I walked with 
them," said Lynn. 

Kevin also contributes by 
riding alongside as a member 
of the Motocrew, a group of 
people on motorcycles that 
block the streets for the walk
ers. It is his third year partici
pating in the event. . 

"Riding has always been a 
fun thing for me. Riding with 
a purpose like the Avon Walk 
for Breast Cancer has become 
a passion. There is no great
er rush. than helping all these 
amazing people, keeping 
them safe for an entire week
end, a,nd joining together as 
a community for the greater 
good," said Kevin. 

Last year was Lynn's first 
year participating, and she re
calls last year fondly, though 
there were some setbacks. 

Devotion to ·soccer scores 
·for Student of the Month 

By Jessica Bergmann Anyone who has had Mr. 
Student of the Month is based Larson knows that he is one 

on a solid academic history, of the most intelligent teach
commitment in extra-curricu- ers in the school. Mr. Larson 
lar activities, and community is the announcer for both boys 
involvement. Students must be and girls soccer, which gave 
nominated by at least one staff · ,....---------..., 
member, and the final selection is 
made by the student activities di
rector and a committee made up 
of additional staff members. 

Tim Schuda's . hard work, 
mature personality, and in
volvement in school and soc
cer has paid off. By earning 
a good repuatation, Schuda 
have earned another accom
plishment, being honored as 
the February Student of the 
Month. 

What are your high school 
accomplishments? 

I would have to say that 
being named captain of the 
soccer team my junior and 
senior year is a major accom
plishment. I was also named 
all-sectional my senior year. 
Outside of soccer, I'd have to 
say my biggest accomplish
ment is being a person who 

Photo by Jessica Bergmann 

me a chance to know him a 
little better. I would actually 
fmd myself getting to the sta
dium earlier than I needed to, 
just to get a chance to talk to 
Mr. Larson. 

What clubs are you in
volved in? 

doesn't really have any en- ·I am not really involved in 
emies. Being a person who many clubs. I am a part of the 
can get along with anyone i~ . ·National Honor Society and 
something. I am very proud the Spanish Honor Society. 
of. What is your favorite high 

Who is your favorite school memory? 
teacher and why? Honestly, if there is one 

I would have to say my fa- thing I am going to remember 
vorite teacher is Mr. Larson. from high school, it would 

"By the end of day two I 
had a blister that wrapped 
around the entire perimeter 
of my heel on both feet.. .I 
stopped at the medical tent. .. 
to get my blisters lanced and 
taped up (the taping part hurt 
the most) so I could fmish the 
remaining three miles," said 
Lyrin. 

That was the downside of 
the walk, but the best part 
was the cheering sites, which 
are designated · locations 
where families and loved 
ones wait to see and cheer on 
their walkers. 

"They made signs, brought 
their kids, and were so proud. 
But these people weren't just 
there to cheer on their walk
~rs. They were cheering on 
all walkers ... the ways people 
showed• their support were 
as endless and varied as the 
supporters themselves," said 
Lynn. "Women who were 
clearly in the midst of chemo 
or radiation in wheelchairs 
on the sidelines cheering, fa
ther:s who helped their chil-

Photo courtesy of Lynn Peto 

Lynn Peto (left) walks 39 miles in the Avon Walk for Breast -
Cancer, while husband Kevin he1ps block the streets. 

dren make signs waiting to cess to care, diagnostics and 
see their wives walk by, it screening, support services, 
truly was moving." and awareness and education 

The Avon Foundation programs. 
Breast Cancer Crusade has It also encourages women · 
raised and · distributed over to talk to their doctors, get 
$450 million worldwide from mammograms and clinical 
1992 through 2006 to advance exams, and perform monthly 
breast cancer research, ac- self-exams. 

be meeting my girlfriend. If 
there is one thing I am go
ing to take away from my 
experience at West ~hicago, 
meeting my girlfriend who I 
am still with today was the 
-best thing .. I have met a lot of 
friends as well, and I will nev
er forget early Friday morn
ing practices before school 
for soccer. 

OIAS visits Chicago 

· What do you plan on ma
joring in? 

I am undecided where I am 
going to college, but it will be 
either Augustana or Illinois 
State University. 

I will be majoring in sec
ondary education, but my 
goal is to eventually be a 
guidance counselor at a high 
school. 

Do you plan to do extra
curricular activities in col
lege? 

By Mindy Scl1weitzer 
From trips to the Shedd 

Aquarium and the Art In
stitute, the Organization of 
Latin American Students 
(OLAS) is the new club on 
the block this year. 

''CNe are) a social network 
for people who value Latin 
American -culture," said flrst 
year club sponsor and ESL 
teacher Lucinda Sanders. 
"(We want) to have a com
fortable enviroment for Latin 
American students to meet 
each other and go new plac-
es." 

The club consists of about 
20 stUdents: 

."I like that I got to know 
different peop~e," said club 
president and senior Jean
nette Alvez. 

Alvez also said that she 
joined the club beca~se she 
wanted to try something new 
and that her favorite activ
ity this 'year was going to the 
Shedd Aquarium. . 

The club also reintroduces 
students to their" Latin roots. 

"The club has provided op
portunities to Latino students 
to meet together and do non
Latina activities," said world 
languages division head 
Janelle Stefancic. 

People interested in OLAS 
do not need to be Latino to 
join. They only need to come 
to a meeting, which are once 
a month. Sanders also encour
ages anyone wanting to prac
tice their Spanish to join. 

Following spring break, 
OLAS .will vist Chinatown. I will make sure that I am 

go.ing to stay active in college 
no m~tter where I go. 

I can also see myself being 
Get fit All Night Long 

one of those students who By Jake Bradley 
gives · tours to incoming stu- The All Night Long 
dents. committee raised over 

Why do you think you · $10,000 in its first St. Patrick's 
were chosen as Student of Day Bash and Silent and Live 
the Month? Auction March 15 ·for after 

I can think of many more prom safety. 
people who would be more "They did a wonderful 
deserving than me. That may job," said committee member 
sound bad, but if I had to and parent Joann ·Peace. "It's 
guess, I would say that I am a really great that we know our 
person who has a pretty good children can be safe." 
reputation in school. By raising money the 

I think that has taken me committee lowered the cost 
a long way in my four years of tickets for All Night Long 
at West Chicago. I am very which will be held at Lifetime 
grateful for the award. Fitness in Bloomingdale. 

Tickets will be on sale 
April 8,_ and Peace estimates 
that tickets are to be around 
$20 or less. 

Students will be bussed 
from the school at 11:30 p:m. 
and will stay at the event until 
Sa.m. 

Prom is April 25 at Carlisle 
in Lombard. The theme for 
this year is "Lights, Camera, 
Action" and tickets cost $55. 

"(The) Prom Committee 
has been working excessively 
to keep prom well structured," 
said Student Council adviser -
Eric Lasky. 

, · 
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Consecutive touchdowns 
for football arid chili fans 

·,v ·' .,_, ·.- .· • • 

· The second annual "Some Like it 
Hot" chili fest was another hit as 
students were able to enjoy chill, 
bean bag toss, and karaoke for only 
$5. Jun~or Cole Paler enjoyed the . 
bag toss. playing with friend Mike 
Dilla. In the chili competition, the 
football team woo for the second 
c~nsecutlve time. Junior Patrick 
Stremel (above right) gloats over 
the footbaU team's success. "No 
surprise football won again, reigning 
champs two years In a row thanks to 
my mom's amazing chill, helped us 
clinch our VIctory:• sald Stremmel. 
Freshman Evan Bernard (above left) 
helped the football team distribute 
their award winning chill by serving 
it to guests. 

Photo by Jacob Wucka 
At the November blood drive, 154 units of blood were do
nated. Senior Christy Liszka donates blood. 

Blood drive returns 
· By Jacob Wucka 

The annual Key Club spon
sored spring blood drive is 
back, hoping that students 
will remember to donate fol
lowing spring break. 

"I would love to do as 
many units but usually our 
spring one is smaller than our 
fall one. If we could get 125 

· units, that would be great," 
· said K.ey Club adviser Ward 

Rau. 
During the fall blood drive, 

154 units of blood were do-
nated. ,. 

This time around, the Key 
Club will be donating blood 
to Life Source instead of 
Heartland. All blood will 
be donated to Chicago area 

blood banks. 
"Life Source is more gener

ous with their gifts to donors" 
said Rau. 

Key Club started the an
nual blood drive in 1997 af
ter the original blood drives 
stopped in early 90s. . 

Since 200 I , there have been 
two annual blood drives, one 
in the fall and one in the 
spring. 

. Members of Key Club 
will work at event, making· 
sure donors are comfortable 
before and ·after the event, · 
and will be there to support 
them. 

"(The members are) doing 
it cause it's a good thing to 
do," said Rau. 

• Pizza NoW · 
f o r m a w e a r 

Savvi Formalwear 
Fox Valley Mall 
(Lower level near Sears) 
(630)851-6838 

Save $_2$ an YtJtU' 
zooa Prom rtt%(Jdo *, 

M't/J tDis ad 

& yotz.J'Jft!If. Hare ttm. Nuc li $(/J(cm.cJJ( /i( your .Pr(71Jj.. 

Ow; u/ C!u: kst (./JiJ:J.gs /JOou( Prqm 1$ dccicl:i1Jg" whz€1..6 ¢tattdo 

(o wear. f'!Jkc ¢c t:fm.c ~ c~$£1 formJJ.lw£1/lr (/JtJ( ¢nzly 

. cZprcsscs J"C'Ul' pc..rso.TJM d(ylt?. ~~~ yoa like ¢.c way 

you /(}(J_k, ¢tt .rJ:J.I7rtJ ~n/t; YOCJ. ii feel. 

. shM'1· FolZJJ./Ilwcll.r M$ tlul b«cst dtJ~r (a% s(yllfs IJ( 

(he &!st pt•iCfls. &d, ~vvi' lz/JS ¢lf llngtlst stllt!d;ion o/ mst 

'dolors so yoa ctm .J:lJ./I.kc PW'C to :JJ:UJ¢:.6. yotn' dttttJ JXJm~ 

(. .. i/t;lu;(s w.Mt you wiUJ.(.J. 

Rt 59 and 4.:\.rb or 
\Vest Chicago 
630-876-0210 

101 0 S. Bat11ngton 
Streann.vood 
630-372-2445 

$5.00.Large Pizza!!! 
Your choice of Pep.peroni, 
Sausage or Plain C.heese. 

All,lition Toppings no\\T available · 
( ouious, gt•eeJt peJ)IJeJ·s, IIDJslu·ooins, bun, IJineaJJIJle, 

black otives & jalape1tos) 

for $1.39 each: 

.~. (~ V ·· ~ Want to earn a Free Tuxedo Rental? Come work for Savvi! . 
Savvi Formalwear is Jqoking for energetic individuals to work 
during prom season. Earn some $ and get a free tuxedo rental! r F ~-;.-fu7rit~dili~e.-sl~;";Y0ill:-;a;-ool--l 

·I ID atld receive a FREE 8 piece order I 
I of Bread Sticks 'vith the pmchase of · I 

Don't need a job but want to earn a free tux anyway? 
Be a Prom Rep for Savvi. Hand out discount cards to your 
friends. Just bring in 10 friends and yours is free! 
*Some restrictions may apply. See store for complete details. ·I . I 
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Te.achers· respon_se ~asn't perfect 
' The whole point of coming 
to school is to learn throughout 
the day. But what's the point 
in coming if the teachers are 
throwing in the towel? 

After a lock down oil March 
5 ~ most teachers gave up trY
ing to teach anything to the 
few students wl:m bothered to 
show up. It was a nice change 
of pace, but not for too long. 
Three days of movies and chit 
chat is completely boring and 
a waste of valuable learning 

Most people could just watch. 
a movie at home; without the 
risk of getting shot. 

A threat shouldn't be an 
excuse to stop learning. 

Most 
people 
wouldn't 
stop driv
ing or fly
ing in air
planes for · 
the fear of 
crashing or liii~=ii 

lives were put on hold because 
someone decided it would be 
funny to copy ~e NIU shooter 
and write death threats on a 
bathroom stall. 

Teachers should have taught were supposed to happen that · 
the brave few that showed up. week. 
· A lesson plan should have Most students didn't bother 

been in place, and those stu- to show up because the major
dents who didn't attend could ity of the classes were dull and 

make work pointless. They weren't going 
up. to risk anything to come to 

Yes, that school and do nothing. 
was the rna- Teachers should have real
jority of the ized how determined and hard
class, but it working the students were that 
was their showed up and ~he:y should 
choice to have had work for them to . 
miss school. do. 

time. terrorism. A b s e n t Even if it's just a few simple 
Teachers are willing to plan S o m e·· s t u de n t s worksheets or taking notes, it's 

should find -still a reason to coriie. No one 
their own wants to get behind. 

lessons when they're sick for teachers 
a substitute but can't put to- are letting 
gether a worthy day for the the stupid 
seven students out of 30 that student or 
showed up. students 

free time By giving the work, more 
to come in students would have shown 
and make up up and there would have been 

We risked our lives to be at who wrote 
school to learn, but that was the threats 
thrown away for a movie. win. Our 

tests, home- wasted, · 
work, and That's how it should have 
notes that been. 

No excuse for abuse Were the locker searches an invasion 
. ,. . f . ~ .. ~-
:. o pnvacy. :,:. 

Parents are supposed to 
raise their children with un
conditional love, support, and 
faith. Parents that physically, 
emotionally, mentally, or ver
bally abuse their children aren't 
parents. They're criminals. 

Some Iqds don't need to wor
ry about the bullies and dan
gers they may find at school; 
but the dangers they can find 
in their own-homes. 

According to ohildhelp.com, 
a new case of child abuse is 
reported every 1 0 seconds. 

One disturbing child abuse 
report was filed on Feb. 24 
when a woman in Orlando, 
Fla. was caught spraying her 
daughter down with a power 
hose in a local car wash. The 
mother told police that she was 
simply punishing her 2-year
old daughter for throwing a 
temper tantrum. 

It's easy to understand why 
parents can feel overwhelmed 
with the pressures of raising 
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a kid; it's a hard job to do. According to the Child Help 
Stress from work, personal website, four kids are killed 
issues, or relationship prob- e_veryday to child abuse. 
lems can all pile up and leave That's four kids too many, 
a parent feeling hopeless. All and it's time to put a stop to 
of the stress can lead to lash- the problem. 
ing out at the child, whether · If a parent cannot handle 
it's screaming or hitting. his child for whatever reason, 

The issue that is .hard to - as sad it sounds, the child 
understand though, is why should be taken away and put 
the parents are using their into a safer home where there 
kids as punching bags. Chil- is a better guardian. 
dren and teenagers can act Although it may be hard 
out of line, but violence is to take a child ~way from 
never the answer. a mother or father, it could 

Parents are supposed to potentially save that child's 
be role models to their kids, life. 
and violence is not okay for Bottom line is this: Chil-
anyone. dren and teenagers should 
, Parents can discipline not be abused under any 
their kids in other ways; circumstances. 
like grounding them or tak- Parents need to grow up 
ing away privileges. There and deal with their own per
is absolutely no excuse for sonal problems in a healthy 
abuse. way, and not take it out on 

Of course, some cases are their kids. No matter how 
worse than others, but they bad a kid may be, no one 
are all very, very wrong. deserves to be abused. 

Fresh:inan Matt Alvarez Sophomore Mariella Kruthoff 

tYes, because they were going_ 
through our stuff." 

uNo, because it is for the better, 
and safety of our school. '1 

· Senior Trevor Schoeller 

"Well, it was for a purpose. "No, I don't think it was an 
They did it to find the source invasion of privacy because I don t 

· of the gun threat" own a loc/cer, the school does." 
~ ~ · * ·-

Jessica Bergmann 
Jessica Bergmann 

~~~~bB~~~~; I· . · .... Kym McDaniel 
Mike Dalton 
Kym McDaniel 
Greg Vodicka 
Jacob Wucka 

THE WILD~AT CHRONICLE is the student newspaper at 
Community High School. It is a public forum for freedom of expression 
and encourages readers to express their views. The chronicle publishes 
eight times a year, with the student editorial board making the decisions 
concerning paper's content. Unsigned editorials represent the views of 
the majority of the staff. 
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ChrOnzcle editors share their opinions on the recent gun threat 

Keeping te~ns safe Threats are taken much 
while inside the high more seriously than 20 

Under the recent 
When any building school is the school 's Perspecuvas years ago. When a threat 

Editor in Chial or institution is under number one priority. . occurs, it is necessary 
circumstances of the gun threat, there are many The recent threats Sitting in commons for to search every student 

Although having to threat, the administration precautions that need made against students. half an hour looks like a coming into the ·school. 

carry books around was had every right to inspect to be taken to ensure should have been tak- good idea on paper, but On days of the threat, 

tedious and heavy, s.tu- student lockers for people's safety. en seriously, and they is it? school was no different. 

dents should not have possible weapons, even Our school is no ex- were. According to the After the threat, it is After bags, c.oats, and 

complained that they though some caHed it an ception, and it should school's website, students now a requirement that lunches were checked, 

were not able to carry invasion of privacy. have done a better job at · could only come and all students arriving be- a metal detecting wand 

backpacks around school On March 4, every protecting students. go out of entrance H, fore 7:30 must stay in was shoved in your face. 

during the time of the locker was searched On March 5-6, all' were restricted regard- commons and hang out. However, after entering 

gun threat. and no weapons, drugs, doors were guarded by ing locker and hallway This policy makes sure school, I felt safer than I 

By not allowing back~ or alcohol were found, either staff or police. travels. They could not that all· students in the had ever felt. 

packs, the school was able although cigarettes, Walking into entrance carry around backpacks school sit in a controlled Some students com-

to assure that suspects· lighters, and ~oldy H on the same days, the or purses. Security and area, with deans and plained that they were 

could not easily conceal sandwiches were found, line of students was si- teacher supervision was security guards every treated differently than 

any sort of weapon that according to Principal lent; all of them waiting also increased. which way. others. Did some stu-

could potentially harm Moses Cheng. to be searched. Therefore, was the But, at the same time, dents fit the stereotype 

students. The school was Some students call this During lunch, only school justified in giving this high concentration of the suspect and some 

seeking to protect its stu- an invasion of privacy one police officer was in students an allowance of students are risking not at all? Or were some 

dents by having them because the lockers are commons during lunch and excused absences for their safety because it students simply not wear-

check their bags in the their personal space for period 4A, and a small not coming to school for would allow someone ing big clothes that could 

administrative confer- storing their belongings. number of unarmed three days after the threat with a weapon to harm a conceal a weapon? 

ence room. However, the lockers teachers were sitting was given? lot of students before se- Other students com.:. 

Some students also are school property. The around as well. Justified, yes, but nee- curity and police officers plained that they were 

complained that they administration. can seardi If there is a threat of vi- essary? No. would be able to bring the treated rudely. 

didn't like the fact that them if they want. olence against the school, The school cannot villain down. This treatment resulted 

. the staff could search It's not an invasion of. it does not seem safe to force students to attend I know that with such in them staying home the 

their personal belongings privacy when the lockers only have one officer in school, but with security a complicated situation "following day saying, "If 

while they were being are being lent to us. Also, the one room where a measures in place, it was it would be hard to con- that's.h6w I get treatedr 

held in the conference students who keep illegal shooting would be most unnecessary to give stu- trol every student in the why should I bother?" 

room. However, in times substances like cigarettes likely to take place. dents a free excused ride school, but I think that Students have no room 

like these, safety is more in their lockers should A number of unmoni- for the rest of the week. this may not be the best to complain. Obviously, 

important than personal realize the risks. tored doors stood· un- Many students did way to handle this situ- after nothing occurred, 

rights. When a gun threat guarded; doors such as -call school off for the ation. some. of these methods 

Similar to lockers, stu- is being investigated, the double brown doors remainder of the week, Safety is the school's seemed pointless. Who's 

dents shouldn't have any- obviously the police are in the back of com- either because they were number one priority, so to say that those methods 

thing suspicious hidden going to search every mons. too lazy, or had to finish instead of just keeping all did not stop the event? 

in their bags anyway, so nook and cranny of the At any point in time, a ·papers and homework the students in a closed Can you imagine what 

it shouldn't matter who is school. student could have gone that were due. To the stu- area, add some metal would happen if some-

looking through them. If you don't want to to them, opened one up dents that were terrified, detectors to entrance A thing did happen and the 

The school did the get caught with your and let anybody into the maybe taking some time and H to keep all possible school did not take the 

right . thing by not al- cigarettes or lighters, building. - off was required. But for weapons out. necessary precautions? 

lowing students to carry leave them at home. The students were the majority of students It may increase the Would anyone complain 
1around their backpacks Or better yet, just do safe, but if someone tru- that could have attended time to enter the school, about being searched 

and students should not not do it. Obviously the ly wanted to attack the school but used fear and but it would prevent any more thoroughly or 

have complained about consequences of getting school, it could have been panic to their advantage, harm to students the rest rushed through a line? I 

the restrictions. caught are not worth it. all too easy. shame on them. of the year. highly doubt it. 
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Plagiarism within student 
' . 

papers proves problematic 
By Greg Vodicka 

Webster.'s Dictionary de
fmes plagiarism as "using 
the words or ideas of an
other, without giving credit, 
and presenting them as your 
own." In other words, pla
giarism is literary theft and 
an act of fraud. 

Plagiarism comes in many 
different for~s. The obvi
ous case is when students use 
someone else's words in a 
paper or an essay. However, 
plagiarism can even occur 
in homework such as work
sheets or writing responses. 

According to English 
teacher Jason Kling, teachers 
catch a few plagiarized 
papers per semester. 

"I notice 
students 
copying 

work in 
the halls 

every day. With pa
pers, it is a lot more 

serious," said Kling. 
Most students ignore the 

severity of the situation and 
continue breaking the rules. 

"I guarantee every single 
student has cheated in some 
way or another," said senior 
AmyBytof. 

Students may think they · 
are getting away with cheat
ing on their homework or 
an essay, when the truth is, 
teachers can tell. 

"Teachers can spot plagia
rism when a stude~t's writing 
just magically gets better, and 
their vocabulary and ideas 
don't fit that student's writ
ing. It's suddenly more pro
fessional," said Kling. 

Kling also said that plagia
rism is more common with 
students who have not done 

· the pre-writing. 
"When teachers assign pre

writing such as outlines, it 
helps kids not have to cheat. · 
When the pre-writing is not 
finished, if is a good sign ti:at . 

the student may have needed failing the 
to plagiarize to fmish the as- · course and 
signment," said Kling. a re-

Senior Taylor Overman fer r'a 1 
worries about getting accused to the 
of plagiarism after writing 
things down and· not putting 
them in his own words. 

"With all the rules about 
plagiarism, you don't quite 
know what you can and 
can't do," said Over
man. 

Kling said 
there are cor
rect ways 

to use 
informa-

tion from 
· other sources. 
"It is absolutely 

okay to take ideas 
from other sources. 

. ' However, you need to 
make sure you cite it prop
erly," said Kling. · 

Junior Jessica Bedard was 

dean. 
"I had a student 

who turned in their 
junior research paper 100 
percent plagiarized," said 
Kling. "Students assume 
teachers are stupid, and 
they can get away with 
it., 

Senior Ryan Howing-
, ton said cheating i.s worth 
it depending on how seri
ous the assignment is, say
ing, "It's not plagiarism if 
you don't get caught.J' 

Since cheating is an 
even bigger deal in col-

. lege, Kling prefers that 
students learn the right 
way to write papers here, 
rather than suffer later. accused of 

plagiarism 
because, 
accord-
ing to the 
teacher, the 
language 
she wrote 
in did not 

l!} n XA ... fN ... UHIM1 Nr~ Tl -83 Plus 

0 percent of the country's best 
dents cheated to get there. 

. fit the lan
guage she 
speaks in. 
"I thought 
it was ridic- · 
ulous be- · 
cause I al
ways write 
better than . 
I talk," said 
Bedard. 

L i k e 
most teach
ers, Kling 
treats pla· 
giarism as 
a form of 
stealing. 
Homework 
that has 
been copied 
receives a 
zero, whil.e · 
cheating 
on certain 
papers can 
result in 

5 percent of cheaters do not get 
ught. 
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Pressure to · s 

drive student 
By Joann Kaczmarczyk 

Let's face it: Most students 
have cheated at some point in 
their lives . 

Ev:en copying homework 
from a friend is considered 
cheating, but usually, students 
do not get caught for it. · The 
bigger issue is when students 
cheat on quizzes and tests, or 
on essays and papers. 

The Merriam-Webster On
line Dictionary defines cheat
ing in two ways: "to violate 
rules dishonestly," and "to 
deprive of something valu
able by the use ·of deceit or 
fraud." 

Mathematics teacher Kris
tina Mallon recalled her most 
memorable cheating inci
dent. 

"Two years ago, one of 
my students cheated on her 
first semester final exam. 
The girl had arranged bright 
pink Post-it Notes in a circle 
along the floor and ·an the 
surrounding desks, all facing 

her, during the. exam. 
When I asked her what 
she was doing, she said 
her notes had fallen out 
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No exceptions to the trend 
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cceed.may 

to cheat 
of her backpack." 

Most students that cheat 
are more inconspicuous 
about their actions. When 
cheaters are caught, the pun
ishment varies, usually taking 
into consideration whether it 
is the first offence and how 
serious the assignment is. 

Students caught cheating 
usually receive zeroes on the 
assignment, whether it is a 

- paper, quiz, or test. 

· ....... --

The girl that cheated in 
Mallon's math class re~eived 
a zero on her first semester 
fmalexam. 

"First incidents are han
dled at classroom level. If 
someone is caught for repeat
ing the offense, they could 
be suspended or expelled," 
said Assistant Principal John 
Chambers. 

Guidance counselor Ward· 
Rau thinks students cheat for 
two reasons. "First of all, it's 
easier. Secondly, they don't 
think 'they're going to get 
caught" 

Rau · added he thinks stu
dents pick the easier option, 
cheating, instead of study-
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"While the pressure to 

succeed may drive students 
to cheat, it is still their deci
siqn," said Rau. 

"A lot of kids think about 
cheating," said Rau, but ac
cording to Chambers, not 
ma~y follow through with 
those thoughts. 

"Cheating is not a frequent 
occurrence," said Chambers. 
"Less than five percent of stu
dents are brought down for 
it. Our job is to educate stu- · 
dents, not only consequence 
them.. Teachers do a good 
job working with students." 

Students are informed of 
the school policy regarding 
cheating early in the year, and 
teachers usually include their 
own punishments for the of- · 
fense in their syllabus. 

Community High school students do not escape the cheat
ing trend. While only 29 percent of 100 students surveyed 
thought that cheating was okay, it did not stop the staggering 
percentages of students who have cheated before. 

Is cheating a ·serious 
problem at the school? 

Have you ever cheated on 
homework? 

~ave you cheated on a test before? 

COMMON WAYS 
OF CHEATING 

1. Casually stret.ch when look· 
ing over shoulder to see neigh· 
bor's answers. 

2. Write answers on side of 
$hoe. ~ . 

3. Simply ask the person next 
to you. for the answers. 

4. Write answers on the desk • 

5. Privately copy friend's home· 
work." 

(According to 100 Community High School students) 
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. Lying to loved ones to · smoke 
By Jacob Wucka ~ said Caleb. "It relaxes _me, After awhile, Caleb's par~ 

*The names have been and sometimes if I have a . ents discovered a carton of 
changed to protect the privacy of problem and have a cigarette, Marlboros in a duffle bag in 
the people involved. it helps me think." his bedroom. 

Walking into the t~ird floor Caleb and Sofia both had "My parents said it was a 
boys' bathroom, the faint their first cigarettes in fifth stupid habit and a waste of 
aroma of ·a cigarette lingers · grade, although Caleb starJed money, and they grounded 
in the air. smoking regularly before en- me for a month," said Caleb. 
· The aroma is n-othing new tering the seventh grade. So- Caleb was caught by his 

for English teacher Brad Lar- fia enjoys smoking in her free mom again, but after this time, 
son, whose classroom is di- time. he began hi~ing his packs 
rectly across from that bath- . "I like smoking. It's a bad and lighters with friends or 
room.. habit, but I like it," said So- in ·the forest. He also told his 

"I think smoking is a bad ·fia. parents that he had quit evep 
choice to begin with. If stu- By eighth grade, Caleb was though he had not. 
dents really want to smoke, smoking up to a pack a day "They don't like that I . 
they. should find somewhere and Sofia smoked three to smoke, so llie to them," said 
else to do it," said Larson. four cigarettes. Caleb. 

Teenagers throughout the The Truth anti-smoking Sofia's family and some of 
school smoke; whether it's campaign states that one- her friends don't like that she 
detectable by the overuse of third of smokers begin smok- smokes. · 
cologne as a cover up, or a ing before age 14, and every "I get in trouble by my fam- · 
cigarette pack in a backpack. · day 3,900 youths will have a ily all th~ time. My boyfriend 

According to the Cam- cigarette for the first time. hates it when I smoke. But 
bridge Tobacco Education Impacteen says that most the majority of my friends 
Program, most teens start teens have a third party buy smoke so it doesn't matter," 
smoking because of peer cigarettes for them, or they said Sofia. 
pressure, to act mature, or to steal the packs themselves. Sofia has been fortunate 
experiment. Caleb paid for his habit by compared to Caleb, as her 

What started as an experi- saving up allowances, and parents have never caught her 
ment for sophomores Caleb* paying for packs collectively smoking. 
and Sofia*, became one of with friends. Sofia spent . "My parents have smelled 
the least regrettable decisions money earned from work for it on my breath, put they have. 
they have ever made. her cigarettes. Both purchase never actually caught me," 

''The best thing about their packs through older said Sofia. 
smoking is the feeling I get," friends. Another concern for Caleb 

and Sofia was the police. 
If an underage smoker is 

caught in Illinois, they can be 
ticketed up to $100. Sofia has 
never been caught, but Caleb 
has. 

Caleb and his friends were 
at a usual smoking spot in the 
forest when they were busted 
by a police officer. Out of all 
his frie.sJs, C 1 J:- was the 

. only one caught with a- ciga
rette. 

"He was cool and let me off 
with a warning, but he broke 
my cigarette in half and told 
me not to do it again," said 
Caleb. 

After all the warnings, 
Caleb and Sofia continue to 
smoke. 

As of now, they both smoke 
10 cigarettes a day because 
they choose to; they don't do 
it to impress anyone. 

"It doesn'tmake me cool at 
all. I do it because it relaxes 
me and I crave it," said Ca
leb. 

Sofia agrees but doesn't 
think smoking is anything 
that students fmd favorable. 

Sofia said, "It's just some
thing that I enjoy doing. 
Nowadays you're cooler if 
you don't smoke." Photo Illustration by Jacob Wucka 

Smoking damages people on 
both ends of the ·cigarette 

Photo Illustration by Kym McDaniel 

By Kym McDaniel 
Anger and unfairness 

cloud non~smokers views 
about smoking. Turnoffs and 
disgust -are some of the main 
reasons high school students 
stay away from smokers. 

"It's not that I hate smokers 
as people, I just hate the fact 
that they don't care about the 
people around them," said se
nior Kristin Weltzin. "I don't 
think it's fair that I have to 
suffer because someone else 
was too weak to resist smok-
ing." 

Weltzin, who has never 
tried smoking and states she 
never will, believes smoking 
is a "disgusting habit." 

"I honestly don't have a lot 
of sympathy for smokers with 
lung cancer. If you know the 
risks of smoking and do it 
anyway, you bring it on your
self," said Weltzin. 

Weltzin also said her dad's 
uncle died of lung cancer and 
her great grandmother died 

of emphysema; direct results 
of smoking. 

"Many of my relatives 
'smoke as well so I have a 
feeling it is just a matter of 
time before some of them get 
smoking-related diseases," 
said Weltzin. 

While working at CVS 
Pharmacy drive-through win
dow, Weltzin said that some 
smokers would blow their 
smoke directly at her. 

"It's absolutely disgusting 
that people can't wait a few 
more minutes before they 
smoke a cigarette or cigar in 
order to spare my health," 
Weltzin said. 

However, while smoking 
affects many lives, cigarettes 
and cigar users _ cause more 
damage to themselves. 

According to The -ScooP. 
on Smoking, about four mil
lion people die yearly from . 
sm~king. While smoking cer
tainly has its physical toll on 
the body, it also may decrease 
self-esteem as the opposite 
sex can be turned off by the 
deadly habit. 

"Smoking is just a huge 

. 
turnoff," said senior Joe Pete
tis. "It's gross. l would never 
want to kiss a girl smoker. I 
wouldn't even want to be seen 
with a girl smoker." 

Weltzin agrees. "I do my 
best to avoid smokers wheth
er it is rolling up the window 
in my car ·or walking away 
from them." · 

Weltzin just wants to 
make it clear to smokers that 
they are interfering with her 
breathing. "I would never 
date a smoker," said WeJtzin. 

_In the dating scene of high 
school, Peletis said that if 
he saw a girl smoking and 
she was "good-looking," she 
would lose all appeal to him. 

While nicotine is proven ~o 
make somebody "feel good," 
according to Young Women's 
Health, the adrenaline re
leased from nicotine can also 
be gained by healthy activi
ties, such as playing sports. 

''I've clearly chosen the 
healthier choice of not smok
ing,, said Weltzin. "I think 
smokers should constantly be 
reminded of the effect they 
have on others." 
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_·America holds fun and cultufal 
. . 

experiences for German eXchange 
By Sarah Berger 

German exchange stu
dents got a taste of what it 
is like b~ing a West Chicago 
teenager when they visited, 
recently. 

The German exchange stu
dents arrived on March 10, 
and stayed until Wednesday. 
They attended clas_ses with 

their hosts during their stay, 
and participated in fun activi
ties with their hosts and other 
exchange students. 

"I like Sahana staying with 
me, it can be awkward at 
times because you don't know 
what to do," ·said sophomore 
Amanda Rathe. "It gets bet
ter as time goes on.'·' 

During their stay, the ex-

change students and their 
hosts had the opportunity to 
do many different activities, 
including bowling and a trip 
to Chicago. 

"We went to a yacht club 
in Chicago and to the John 
Hancock building. All the 
Oerman kids thought it was 
cool b~cause they don't have 
man¥ skyscrapers ~n Germa-

ny," Rathe said. 
Rathe added the Germans 

thought the John Hancock 
building was especially cool. · · 

"They took a lot of pic
tures," said Rathe. 

Overall, Rathe said the 
e~change was a good experi
ence. 

exchange progr~m, · some of 
my students have gone on to 
study at and receive degrees 
from German universities," 
said Strohm. 

Strohm added that some of 
her students decide to stay in 

------""""! 
The exchange program 

is beneficial to both the ex
change student and the host. 

"Our school's 

exchange pro
grams offer . 

unique opportu- -

nities for our stu

dents. They open 

themselves to 

new and exciting 

cultural experi
ences." 

"Our school's exchange 
prpgrams offer unique op
portunities for our students, 
and I am very proud of our 
students who participate 
in the program. They open 
their homes to ~isitors from 
another country for almost 
three weeks, and they open 
themselves to new and ex
citing cultural experiences," 
said Terry Strohm, German 
teacher and exchange pro
gram coordinator 

The exchange students 
came from Simon Marius 
Gymnasium in Gunzenhau
sen, Germany, . which has 

-Terry Strohm 

_____ ___. · been working with the West Germany and raise families. 
Photo courtesy of Ben Barclay Chicago foreign exchange "A second language is truly 

Ready to roll down the alley, senior host Megan Carnes and the visiting Germans bowl program for 27 years. your ticket to the world," said 
and h~ve fun experienci!lg America.· "After participating in the · St~ohm. 
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• Offering LeCordon Bleu· programs in 
Cuiinary Arts and Patisserie. & Baking 

. 
• Financial aid available for those who qualify 

• Scholarship opportunitie~ 

• ·Career placement' assistance 
and internships 

Call now·for a brochu_re! 

- ~~~~1.888.335.9222 
361 West Chestnut~ ·chicago IL 60610 • www.CHIC.edu/HS 
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Lifehouse tears up 
the House-of Blues · 

. By Kym McDaniel · band. Opening with "Make . 
With their music pounding Me Over," which eventually 

inside the House _of _Blues, progressed into uspin," the 
Lifehouse proved to Chicago- rock band's main vocalist Ja
ans that their music has what son Wade, used his clear and 
it takes to sell out concerts distinctive voice to captivate 
across the world. the audience. 

Combining old 
favorites with new 
hits, the band cre
ated a perfect mix 
for the sold out con
certs 'on March 17 
and 18. 

Two bands pre-· 
mi~red before 
Lifehouse includ

' ing Honeyhoney. 
Although lively ~n 

After about 90 minutes of 
playing, the band left, only 
to return after several min
utes to the crowd's persistent 
and strong clapping for a two 
song encore. 

Returning with "First 
Time" and ending with 
uBroken," the encore 
was no doubt the best 
part. of the concert. 

Wade's voice never 
wavered and bassist 
Bryce Soderberg also 
sang excellently for a 
couple of the band's 
songs; 

When singing, Wade's 
ayes made contact with 
each of the· three levels 
of the House of Blues, 
smiling and making it 
clear to his fans he loved 
every second on stage. 

. the beginning, they 
could hwe stopped 
after playing two 
songs. Surprisingly, 
the lead singer, Su
zanne Santo, sounds 
better live than on 
the band's EP al
bum on iTunes. 
However, the tour 
would have been 
better without the 
next soloist, Matt 
Nathanson. · 

The Ryan Ca-
brera lookalike, 

Photo courtesy of Jude Cole 

Lead singer Jason Wade leaves it all on the 
stage In his hometown of Portland, Oregon 
where the band had the third show of the tour. 

The . only drawback 
to the concert regard
ing Lifehouse was the 
little to no -conversation 
between Wade and the 
audience. Honeyhoney, 
though lacking in the 
talent category, had 
an ongoing comedic 
conversation with the 
audience, connecting 

Nathanson sang cheesy lyr
ics. Nathanson made the 
audience suffer through five 
ridiculous songs about how 
magical love is. If it was Life
house's marketing to maKe 
the audience more impatient 
for them to get on stage, it 
definitely worked. 

When Lifehouse fmally 
appeared, the audience went 
crazy as deafening applause 
and cheers welcomed the 

The group performed older 
work including "Better Luck 
Next Time" and "Am I Ever· 
Going to Find Out." 

Fans were also satisfied 
with the always popular 
"Hanging by a Moment" and 
"You and Me., Within the 
first few chords of "Hang-

. ing by a Moment," the crowd 
recognized the popular song 
and pegan jumping and sing
ing along with Wade.· 

· with fans .. Wade conversed 
with the audience only in the 
middle and end, for very brief 
amounts of time. 

For the songs that Life
house fans didn't know, it was 
guaranteed that after return
ing home they would buy 
them on iTunes. 

Attending a well played 
concert by a talented group 
of clean and respectable .mu
sicians can do that. 
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The Hush Sound 
should ·stay quiet 
By Megan Hernbroth 

DuPage's very own The 
Hush Sound adopted a new 
sound that should have been 
left uncovered with their latest 
album, "Goodbye Blues," 
released on March 18. 

Unlike their past two 
albums, Greta Salpeter was 
introduced as their .lead 
singer in "Goodbye Blues." 
Unfortunately for her, her 
voice sounds exactly the same 
in every song. It's quite a let 
down that old lead singer, 
Bob Morris, only sang in a 
few so!lgs. 

The two· most popular 
songs by far are "Honey" 
and "Medicine Man," both 
Qf which have the same 
poppy, piano melody that is 
severely overused throughout 
the album. It's as if the same 
song is ·being repeated for the 
entire album. 

N Qt. only are the songs 
uncreative, but the songs' 
lyrics follow the same pattern. 
In "Medicine Man," .the start 
of ev.ery line is "medicine 
man," but then a few different 
endings are added for some 
hint of ·creativity. Yes, 
repetitio~ is a literary, device, 
but it~s not a good thing for 
an entire song. 

The background music has 

a pop edge to it, something 
along the lines of Sara · 
Bareilles with her hit "Love 
,Song." It's something people 
won't really expect from The _ 
Hush Sound, especially if 
they were a fan before. It's 
a bit of a let down after the 
hit "Wine Red," which took 
radio stations and iTunes by -· 
storm. 

The piano and the bass 
are heavy, and the guitar is 
almost absent, but it keeps 
listeners moving. The bass 
has the same jumpy tune tQ it 
in most songs, but it's always 
upbeat and catchy. 

The Hush Sound has four 
members: Chris Faller Qn · . 
bass and vocals, Morris on 
guitar and vocals, Salpeter on 
piano, .guitar, and vocals, and ' 
Darren Wilson on drums and 
vocals. 

With a band this new to the 
industry, it's no surprise that 
its sound isn't completely 
developed. But with the 
pop mixed with some ·kind 
of 1930's swing style in a 
few songs, it's definitely 
something different. 

The CD is proof that 
different isn't always better. 

This album receives: 

·a· w •· c:: ~ 
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Editor's Picks: Suggestions for 
CD, DVD, and movie releases that have good pub-. 

. -

licity circulating around them. 

Album: " Pretty. Odd." 
"Panic! At 
the Disco" Released: Tues 

In theat~rs: Starring: Channing Tatu·m, 
"Stop-Loss'' Ryan-Phillipe 

Release date: Friday 

DVD.: 

''Awake'' 
Starring.: Hayden Christens~n, 
Jessica Alba, Terrence Howard 
NowonDVD 

'Quarte~life' gives tiice 
change from reality TV 
·By Hannah Strayve ftrst furious that she is talking 

The quirky and eccentric about their personal issues. 
online series "Quarterlife" Once they realize that her 
has made the jump from blogging is her way of vent
computer to TV. ing, they contribute their own 

"Quarterlife" started as a blogs to the show as well. 
show on MyspaceTY.com, Scott Michael Foster, who 
and as its audience grew NBC plays Krieger's friend Jed, 
decided to add it to Thursday is a familiar face from the 
night's lineup. show "Greek" on ABC Pam-

The fan base wasn't large ily. Other cast members are 
enough due to poor view- David · Walton and Maite 
ings. The show will fmish its SchaWrtz. 
remaining episodes on the . The · show · illustrates the 
Bravo network on Sunday general struggles facing twen
nights. ty-something-year-olds. The 

This season's episodes can characters struggle with di;5-
still be viewed online an4 the covering their identities, ftnd~ 
show will continue to produce ing the perfect soul mate, al
episodes for the network and · coholism, and getting steady, 
webisodes 'for online view- well paying jobs. 
ing. The characters are truly ere-

The show follows Dylan ative thinkers and doers who 
Krieger (Bitsie Tulloch), a want change in the world. 
woman in her mid 20's, who They are an inspiration to 
blogs on a site called "Quar- those who don't necessarily 
terlife" about issues with . ftt in with the social norm. 
friends, work, and the world Their agenda is also con-
in general. vincing for the audience to 

Her group of friends, con- make · change in their daily 
sisting of young artists, ac- . habits, with global warming 
tivists, and ftlmmakers, ftnd being a main topic of discus
out about her blog and are sion in multiple episodes. 

Another interesting ele
ment to the show is that 
Quarterlife.com is an actual 
website. Viewers can make 
their own personal blog, 
proving that "Quarterlife" is 
not just a show, but a growing 
community. 

The producers have created 
a contest to use someone's 
blog as the inspiration for the 
story line. 

Although the series has 
substance, it can not with
stand the expectations of net
work television. 

With overly scripted reality 
shows and game shows trying 
to prove who has the best dad 
ruling the small screen, there 
is a problem in getting people 
hooked on shows such as 
"Quarterlife" with honest di
alog and with average people 
in real situations. 

Although the show had a 
low amount of viewers for its 
premier episode, it's refresh
ing to see unique storylines 
on primetime television. It 
is a small step in improving 
what is now a world domi~ 
nated by unoriginal scripts. _ 

'Drillbit Taylor' 
does not protect 
anq save anyone 

By Sarah Berger 
"Drillbit Taylor" is a waste 

of time and $5. Viewers will 
fmd themselves reaching for 
their phones 10 minutes into 
the fllm and texting "get me 
out of here." 

The movie stars Owen 
Wilson · as Drillbit ·Taylor, a 
bum looking for a quick way 

· to make money so that he can 
move to Canada. When three 
high school freshmen find 
themselves the prime targets 
of school bullies, they hire 
Drillbit as a bodyguard. 

The three geeks are teens 
that seem to steal the spotlight 
from Wilson. First, there's 
the leader of the pack, Wade, 
played by Nate Hartley. 
Wade is small, skinny, and 

' lost in the halls of the huge 
high school. His crazy step 
·dad and annoying younger 
brothers don't seem to help 
Wade's issue of self-esteem. 

T-Dawgg, played by Troy 
Gentile, is an obese, white 
teen with a love for rap 
and anything "gangsta." T
Dawgg is Wade's best friend 
and main support system. 

Then, there's David 
Dorfman who plays Emmitt, 
a small boy who looks lik~ 
he belongs in elementary 
school. Emmitt is saved from 
the bullies on the first day 
of school by Wade and T-

Dawgg. Ever since then, the 
boys have been inseparable. 

What the boys don't 
realize, though, is that 
Drillbit is planning on only 
sticking around long enough 
to get the money he needs. 
But will-Drillbit really start to 
care about the boys? Or will 
he mooch off them and then 
pack up his things? 

If you really can't guess the 
predictable ending, feel free 
to waste your hard earned 
money. 

The highlight of the movie 
is when T-Dawgg shows up 
the school bully in a rap
off. Besides that, the movie 
is almost as boring as the 
Weather Channel. 

Then, there was the 
romantic aspect of the fllm, 
which, not surprisingly, wasn't 
romantic at all. When Drillbit 
pretends to be a substitute 
teacher to protect the boys 
during the school day, he 
falls for one of the teachers. 
Not only is this part of the 
movie cheesy, unrealistic, 
and stupid, sometimes it just 
doesn't work putting romance . 
into a fllm that is supposed to 
be a comedy. 

Simply put, "Drillbit 
Taylor" is a flop. 

This film receives: 

-~~~e 
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Soccer team works to be Dvc· contender 
· By Jessica Bergmann 

Afte'r losing against Scha
umburg 4-1, girls soccer looks · 
to better. their basic skills to 
improve their season. 

"We're anxious to see what 
else we've got. The team is 
working really hard because 
we want . to prove that we 
still belong in the DVC," new 
head coach Cesar Gomez 
said. 

Gomez enjoys being the 
underdog in the competi
tion because he feels i~ gives 
the team more inspiration 
to work harder and compete 
better. 

However, competition _ and 
winning are not Gomez's 
main concern for the season. 

of the field. 
"I want the girls to know 

and care for each other; be
cause if they can do that out
side of the game, they will 
be able to care for each other 
on the field as well," Gomez 
said. 

Gomez believes that even if 
the team does not have a suc
cessful overall record, they 
can still be happy about the 
growth as a pro gram. 

"We have to believe in 
ourselves. When we start be
lieving. that we can really do 
well, all the other stuff will 
take care of itself as long as 
we stay disctplined," Gomez 
said. 

"The first thing we as a pro
gram will focus on is the kids. 
We want to set expectations 
emphasizing fun and creating 
a family atmosphere," Go
mez said. 

Photo by Mindy Schweitzer 

Girls ·soccer team huddles together while captains give· them a pep talk prior to their home 
game against Shaumburg. 

The team also, received 
funding which boJ]ght the 
team new warm up attire, 
uniforms and backpacks. 

"I hope that once we be
come united, even if just by 
our look, we can really start 
to act .like a team," said Go
mez. 

Gomez expects the varsity 
team to perfect the basics, 
such as dribbling, kicking and 
ball control. 

He als'o makes sure that 

the girls are in . shape by hav
ing them run a considerable 
amount each day. 

Captain and senior Jessica 
Jones is hopeful that the new 
coaching will improve both 

team spirit and competition. . 
"Everyone is very excited 

for this new beginning with 
a head · coach. Cesar expects 
a lot from us and works us 
h~rd because he wants us to 

Volleyball cotppetes with 
.. . - ~ 

·third ranked national team 
Althof!gh the team was succesiful their first game of the 
season, they could not pull together a win against the Tigers 

By Sara Fouts one game, they had to keep 
The varsity boys volleyball up the intensity in a third 

team fought hard against the game. 
Wheaton Warrenville South The crowd went wild as the 
Tigers on March 18, but came team came back from a 9-12 
away with a loss. score as senior Justin Leduc 

The team came out strong served an ace to bring the 

1 thi~k within a couple of games we Yl 
start gelling and could potentiallY be a force 

to be reckoned within the D V C. ' 
-- Senior Oscar Grajeda 

in the first game with good 
blocks and strong ·left side 
hitters. 

Even though the team won 
the first game 25- i2, there 
was no guarantee that they 
would take home a victory. 

The Tigers came out strong 
the second game and won 25-
17. 

Because each .team won 

score up to 11-12. 
However, it was not enough 

to win, and the game ended 
25-18. 

The boys were . impressed 
with their performance dur
ing the opening game. 

Wheaton Warrenville 
South is ranked third nation
ally and recognized as a top 
contender this season, so the 

boys aren't too discouraged 
by their 0-1 record. 

"We came out with fire the 
first game and felt like we had 
something to prove to a third 
ranked national team.. Beat
ing them 25-12 was huge, and 
a big morale booster," said 
senior Oscar Grajeda. 

Many of the teammates 
agreed that they played well 
for their first game. -

"We played .a lot better than 
I thougtlt we would," said se
nior John Malandruccolo. 

Senior Jeff Hlinka was also 
impressed that the boys won 
the first of three games·. 

41 1 didn't expect us to come 
out that strong against a team . 
like Wheaton Warrenville 
South. I was surprised and 
impressed that we did that 
well," said Hlinka. . 

A fresh varsity team could 
contribute to the recent loss. 

"We_ lost eight s~niors to 
gt:aduation, so it's basically a 
new team. They are going to 
have to prove their ability on 

succeed," said Jones. 
Gomez hopes that the var

sity team can overcome last 
year~s season and learn to 
respect each other in order to 
play a better in key situations 

Varsity's next game will ·be 
Friday at 6:30p.m: at Streain-
~ood. '·· 

Photo by Sara Fouts 

Left side hitter, senior Andrew Opperman (#5); plays not only 
for the school, but also for the Kane County Volleyball Club. 

the court," said varsity coach 
Kristi Hasty. 

The team is made up of 10 
seniors with only two boys 
that were on vars1ty last sea
son. 

"I'm looking forward to 
this season because there is a 
lot of new talent playing on 
the varsity level," said H1in
ka. . "The varsity team last 
year had a really good sea
son, so it will be a challenge 
to match their success, but I 
think that if we practice hard 
we can achieve anything." 

The team's goal for this 
season is to place in the top 
half of the DuPage Valley 
Conference (DVC). 

"I think within a couple of 
games we'll start gelling and 

, co'uld potentially be a force 
to be reckoned within the 
DVC," said Grajeda. "Hope
fully we'll make it to section
als, and-we'll take it one game 
at a time from there." 

The next home game 
for the team is also against 
Wheaton .Warrenville Soutll l 
on Tuesday at 6 p.m. 
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Stiff: Competition Poor weather results 
meetssoiiti founda~iiin in late season opener 
By Trevor Bodie upperclassmen and return-

Varsity softball's frrst ing starters to get the job 
game was a double header done this year. 
at Driscoll High School on "Lirinea Detrick , has 
Saturday but was cancelled been all conference two 
due to rain. · years in a row. Izzy Bruce 

While varsity is anxious is one of the best defensive 
to play their fl!St game only • short stops in the area, and 
time will tell when that may , Rovtar has a great bat," said 
be. Shout. 

The DuPage Valley Con- VarSity players are seniors 
ference looks to be well Detrick and Megan Scott,· 
rounded again this seaso{\ · juniors . Chrissie ·. Rovtar, 
according to head coach Jamie Dash and Courtney 
Jim Shout. Macko, and sophomore 

"It's hard to :figure be- Elizabeth Bruce. 
cause the conference is up "Linnea is a solid catcher. 
for grabs, we just need to It will be hard for teams to 
hold our own," said Shout. steal on her this year. We 

·Players also are aware of ~lso have a new pitcher, 
what is ahead of them. · 

"The two toughest teams 
will be Naperville Central 
and West Aurora. The two 
weakest teams are Glen
bard East '!nd Naperville 
North," said junior Court
neyMacko. 

Varsity 1s hoping to ex
ceed their average season 
this year. Varsity softbafi>s 
record last year was 15-15 
(6-8 in conference) but the
girls are hoping to improve 
on the number of witis. 

The team is led by Shout~ 
assistant coaches Laurie Da
vidson and Tom Cheey, and 
volunteer coach Amanda 
Chrisos. 
· "The · foundation of the 

team will be establisheq by 
the returning starters. How~ 
ever, we have a few sopho
mores and freshmen who 
will help the team," said 
junior and returning starter 
Chrissie Rovtar. 

Shout is counting on his 

The foundation, 
of the team .will be 
established f?y the 
returning starters. 

. Howevef) we have 
a few sophomor~s 
and freshmen who 
will help the team. ' 
· - Junior Chrissie Rovtar 

Mary Connolly, She has 
speed and movement on her 
pitches," said Dash. 

Many underclassmen will 
help contribute to the team 
this year such as sopho
mores Katy Olsen, Taylor 
Kutilek, Taylor Dash. Mol
ly Monroe, Danielle McA
voy, Alyson Taddeucci, and 
freshman Connolly. 

By Mike Dalton 
With the first two games 

of the varsity baseball season 
washed out, the team has had 
extra time to prepare. 

The team of 20 players 
consists of eight returning se
niors, and 12 juniors ready to 
fight for a DVC title. 

Senior Matt Andracki loves 
playing for the team because 
he feels that for over I 0 years 
now, boys baseball has been 
u one of the few successful 
programs at the-school." 

Andracki said that the team 
always expects to compete in 
the DVC. 

Head coach John Walters 
feels it's a great group of guys 
who have a lot of growing to 
do. · 

"We're excited to see how 
tbese players step into their 
roles and work together as 
one," said Walters. 

Walters believes that there 
are a couple players who will 
help the team meet their goal 
of a DVC title. 

Senior Barrett Serrato is · 
· the team's starting short stop 
and has been on varsity since 
his sophomore year. 

Serrato will be playing for 
Purdue University next year 
on a baseball scholarship. 

Senior James Eckler has 
played on the varsity level 
since his junior year, and will 
play next year at the Savan
nah School of Art and De
sign. 

Eckler is not only a starter 
in the outfield, but is also on 
the pitching staff. 

Both Eckler and Serrato 
are team captains, along with 
junior Trevor Bodie. 

Walters loves working with 
the team because of the chal
lenge it provides. 

"I love working with young 
. players and seeing them de
velop not only as players, but 
as men," said Walters. 

Photo by Trevor Bodie 

Senior Barrett Serrato warms up on a tee at a practice while 
fields are still in unplayable conditions. 

Senior. Dane Gunderson 
enjoys playing for the team 
because it is the one sport he 
has enjoyed playing since he 
was young. 

"The team gets along well 
and the coaches are very 
friendly," said Gunderson. 

Andracki feels the team is 

good as the previous season. 
"The first few weeks will be 

the first time many of these 
players have seen varsity 
pitching," said Walters. . 

Most of the pitchers who 
will start this season have 
very little or no varsity expe
rience. The seniors have faith 

more competitive than last in their team because they 
year. have all played the game for 

"We've trained together for so long. 
so long· that we all think the "We play well as a team 
same way," said Andracki. and some of us seniors have 

Gunderson is torn about been playing together since 
how the team will perform 6th and 7th grade/' said An-
this year. dracki. 

He feels that while they will Their next game will be 
perform better offensively, the · away on Thursday against 
pitching staff might not be as Elgin. 

Baseball Schedule 2008. 
March 28- Streamwood- Away 
March 29- Waubonsie Valley- Home 
April!- Marmion Academy- Home 
April 2- Benet Academy- Away 
April 5- Elk Grove- Home 
April?- Naperville North- Home 
April iO- Naperville North- Away 
Apnl14- Naperville Central- Away 
April16- Naperville Central- Home 
April"17- Naperville Central- Away 
April21- Wheaton Warrenville South
Home 
April 23- Wheaton Warrenville South
Away 

April 24- Wheaton Warrenville South
Home 
Ap~il26- Glenbard East- Home 
April 29- Glenbard East- Away 
May 1 ~ Glenbard North- Away 
May 2- Glenbard North- Home 
May 6- Glenbard North- Away 
May 8- Wheaton North- Away 
May 10- Wheaton North- Home 
May 13- West Aurora- Home 
May 15- West Aurora- Away 
May 16- West Aurora- Home 
·May 17- Plai~field South- Home 

. ' 



· Wlldcilt Chr-()nicle 

Wild . hockey finishes 
seasOn third in state 

. Photo by Megan Hernbroth 
Freshman Devon Tuma practices with the rest of the bad· 
minton team for their upcoming match against Wheaton 
Warrenville South. 

Lock down results in 
a slow start to season 

By Sara Fouts 
Wheaton West Wild hock

ey ended tfidr se<l$Ot:l by tying 
for third place in the state. 

Their last game of the regu
lar season was on March 10 
against the undefeated AWF 
Renegades. 

Most of the game the score 
was tied. By the end of the 
ftrst period the score was 1-1. 
Ai the end of the sec~md pe
riod the score was 2-2. 

Going into the third period 
Wild came out strong and 
scored a goal in the opening 
minutes to make the score 3-
2. But soon after that, AWF 
scored another goal io tie the 
~core again. 

By Megan Hernbroth system. The winner of one Wild lost momentum while 
With the lock down earlier match competes until she penalty after penalty was. 

this month, all sports practic- loses. called against them. 
es were cancelled, and begin- · "I feel like we have a good While NNF was on a paw-
ning sports like badminton group of girls this' year/' said er play they scored a goal to 
took a beating junior Jamie Roman. "We're make the score 3-4. Wild 

"It (the lock down) dramat- all open to making new tried to come back to tie th 
ically affected our team," said friends." game, but out of control tern
head coach. Bang Nguyen. Young players were moved pers got in the way and AWF 
"We haven't had much prac- up to JV in order to fill spots scored the fmal goal on a dif
tice yet so we can't tell which for doubles .. Not all of the ferent power play to make the 
players are ready." players were ready. final score 3-5. 

At the Streamwood match "I was nervous because "It'd be fun to have that 
on March 10, varsity lost 8-7 we'd only practiced doubles one back and try again," said 
and junior varsity won 8-7. once," said freshman Devon head coach Kerry Stair about . 

More girls have turned out Tuma. "But I really think that the AWF game. 
this year for badminton. we do well." Senior goalie Ben Bar-

"We are really big this _The sport also adopted a day had a total of 44 s~ves 
year," said Nguyen. "It's new rally-scoring system, so throughout the game. 
mostly the junior class, but even seasoned players have "I think Ben played really 
we have a lot of freshmen new tricks to learn. well. A bunch of players felt 
too." "I think we are always pre- bad because that was his best 

• . 

next· year," said senior Kevin 
Troy. 

Wild offense had 24 shots 
on goal throughout the game. 
They fought through the end 
of the game but couldn't 
come out with a win. 

'~ Our goalie played out-' 
standing," said senior Matt 
Molitor. "Even though we 
l9st it was a good way to end 
because we tied for third in 
the state." 

Wild finished its season 
with a 10-6-4 record. 

"Two years ago we didn't 
have a sense of community, 
and we didn't have a sense of 
focus," said assistant coach 
Dave. Dyson. "For the first 
time in two years I feel a sense 
of community. We have built 
a foundation." 
· Stair agreed. 

"The work ethic this season 
for our team was absolutely 
ama~ing and showed on the 
ice," said Stait. "I feel in my 
heart; hockey is the greatest 
of all sports._" 

Girls cqmpete for spots in pared to try our best, beca~e game and we ·let him down. . Photo by Sara Fouts 

matches at varsity and junior that's what really matters," We'll all miss the coaches Assistant captain senior Cameron Daboll proved to have a 
varsity level using the ladder said Roman. and the guys oh the team good influence on the team throughout the season. 

Accidents .on the diamond Create 
controversy over modern equ~ ment 

Imagine yourself 60 feet medical attention is needed. 
from home plate, playing . This is a real possibility be
third base 'in bunt defense, cause baseball has become a 
and instead the ba11 is roped more dangerous game over 

1fevor Bodie 

down the third- base line 
With a metal bat 

The baD dents your faCe 
and bOnes are shattered and 

the past couple of years. 
It is true that baseba11 bat 
com~ strive to make the 
best bat, but when does a bet
ter bat beCome too good? 

With new technolqgy, met
al bats are becoming danger
ous to players on the field. 

Accordin,g to the Boston 
Globe, Matt Cook, a fresh
man at Hamilton-Wenham 
Regional High School took a 
ball to the head hit by a metal 
bat. The hit caused Cook in .. 
ternal bleeding and fractured 
his sktill. 
· There is 60 feet between the 
batter and the closest player. 
Wrth the way bats are bf;ing 
~ the bail is projected 

from the bat at a high veloc
ity and with little rea_ction 
time, players cannot get their 
gloves in the way. 

Bats such as Stealth, DiMa
ri.ni, Easton, and Rawlings 
boast because theif bats proj
ect a ball at speeds exceeding 
95mph. 

From 60 feet away~ a ball 
traveling over 95 mph causes 
a reaction 'time of .632 sec
onds. 

Kids use metal bats from 
when they begin playing 
baseball up until they stop or 
reach the pros. 

Making the switch from 
metal. to wood bats would 
be diffiallt in high school be
cause younger levels may not 
be able to ~g a wood bat 
yet 

However, after hitting the 

age of 18 players are now 
men, and men should be able 
to hold some wood. 

Colleges in America should 
mak:e the switch to wood bats 
because college ball players 
are the best at wliat they do. 
They are not little freshmen 
who can't handle their own 
wood; they are men trying to 
suCceed at wliat they do best 

Being the best the players 
have a powerful ~g, which 
mixed Ui with a metal bat, 
can make a pre~ big dent. 

Pitchers have the most to 
worry aoout. They are 60 feet 
away and'are directly in front 
or the batter, and in many 
cases pitchers have been hit 
in the head and body causing 
serious injuriei · 

Lastly, players in ,coUege 
are there for a reason. For 

the most part they want to 
get to the pros and should 
be using what the pros use. 

It woul~'t be that big of 
a deal since college play
ers are striving to make the 
pros. They can take that ex
tra step to get ready for ~e 
next level. 

I understand that players 
who are striving to get fur
ther in their career would • 
like to have a good average 
so scouts focus on· them 
more, but scouts would 
like to see a hitter who can 
swing the lumber with good 
form. 

Safety is the key with 
metal bats ~use I would 
like to step onto the field 
knowing I have a chanee t 
catch the ball and not have 
the ~all catch me. 
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